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Geoff Lewis wanted to 

ògive backó to our commu-

nity.  After hearing about 

Wishes Can Happen, he 

decided that we were ex-

actly the type of charity he 

wanted to support.   He has 

since become an active 

member on the board of 

Wishes Can Happen.  

Michael was the benefactor 

of this yearõs golf outing at 

The Sanctuary in North 

Canton.   Michael is a liv-

ing miracle.  And thatõs 

exactly why he was chosen 

Akron Childrenõs Hospitalõs 

Miracle Child of the Year.  

Michael spent six long 

months in the hospital.  He 

was comatose for months 

and survived multiple or-

gan failures.  Although his 

initial prognosis was grim, 

Michael beat all the odds 

and lived.  

Michael asked Wishes Can 

Happen for a  shopping 

spree, mainly so that he 

could buy some clothes that 

would fit him since he had 

lost so much weight.  He 

also wanted to purchase 

many religious books, as 

this young man is an or-

dained minister.  Geoff 

acted as Michaelõs 

òpersonal shopperó on his 

shopping spree.  

Wishes Can Happen made 

Michaelõs wish extra spe-

cial by arranging a two 

night stay at the Microtel 

Inn.  Meals were donated 

by Cracker Barrell and the 

Geisen Haus.  Michael said 

that the highlight of wish 

was Lolliõs Mystery Caf®, 

where he was able to wear 

his new clothes and see a 

special theatre production.  

Since Michaelõs ordeal, he 

has shared his story of 

hope and faith at many 

speaking engagements.  

Michael continues to be an 

inspiration to others.  

Generosity of Others Helps Wishes Can Happen  

Even in the face of gloom 

and doom forecasts for our 

economy, Stark and sur-

rounding counties have 

always opened their hearts 

and pocketbooks to Wishes 

Can Happen.   

This year was no exception.  

In this issue, we are featur-

ing just a few of the wishes 

that local individuals and 

businesses have helped us 

to fulfill this year.  

Because Wishes Can Hap-

pen is an all volunteer or-

ganization, upwards of 90% 

of each and every dollar 

goes directly toward the 

wishes of local children.  

If you have an idea for a 

fundraiser ñlet us know!  

Every dollar helps us to 

continue granting 

wishes for local kids.  

Miracle Michael Sponsored by Geoff Lewisõ 
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Greetings from  

Wishes Can Happen, Inc.  

Winter 2008  www.wishescanhappen.org  

Michael will forever be  

thankful to his mom, Teresa ñ

who never once lost the faith 

that he would survive.  
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rants and businesses donated gift cer-

tificates to be raffled.  

Fifteen year old Nicole was born with a 

syndrome that has now caused com-

plete kidney failure, requiring her to be 

on dialysis.  

Nicoleõs wish was to go somewhere 

warm!  We sent her to a five star resort 

in sunny Orlando.  She enjoyed Cirque 

De Soleil, and was given the royal guest 

treatment at Planet Hollywood.  

Maria Byington, owner of Arcadia Grill 

in Canton,  believes in the work we do 

at Wishes Can Happen.  Thatõs why we 

are chosen each year to benefit from 

the annual òChristmas in Julyó event 

held at the Arcadia Grill.  

Board members Joe Joseph and 

Melanie Krantz were instrumental in 

the success of this yearõs event.  All tips 

from the guest bartenders, hosted by 

Wishes Can Happen board members, 

are donated to us.  Many local restau-

Tim Neal Memorial Golf Outing Benefits Christian  

The Arcadia Grillõs òChristmas in Julyó benefits Wishes Can Happen 

Nicholas of Greentown was a special 

guest and benefactor of this yearõs golf 

classic held at Congress Lake in Hart-

ville.  

Nicholas was diagnosed earlier this 

year with Duchenneõs Muscular Dys-

trophy.  Thanks to the Logan family, 

they just returned from Nickõs special 

wishñwhich was, of course,  

òI want to go to Disney!ó 

 

The Logan family in North Canton 

has always been very involved in com-

munity causes.  Each year, the family 

foundation raises money for local 

charities.  

Many celebrities were on hand at 

their annual golf tournament, includ-

ing 2008 Honoree Clark Kellogg, Ohio 

State basketball legend, NBA Vet-

eran, and CBS college basketball ana-

lyst.  

The Logan Family Foundation Once Again òPays it Forwardó 
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Thanks Arcadia Grill, for a great wish!  

Nick pictured with grandparents, Nancy 

and Sal, Clark Kellogg, and the Loganõs 

Ron Neal once again held the 10th Annual Memorial Golf Scramble at 

Pleasant View Golf Course in Paris, Ohio.  Each year, Ron plans this 

very well attended tournament in honor of his brother, Tim,  who 

passed away playing golf on the 7th hole of Tam -O-Shanter at just 47 

years old.  Ron says, òI miss my brother every day.ó     

Eleven year old Christian was born with life threatening hypoplastic 

left heart, which means that every aspect of the left side of his heart 

was either totally non -existent or underdeveloped.  Christian has un-

dergone several surgeries in an attempt to correct these defects.  

His mom, Liz, says that when Christian was only two years old, he 

picked up a golf club and started hitting it around the back yard, and 

has never looked back.  Wishes Can Happen gave Christian a member-

ship at Tam -O-Shanter, thanks to the generosity of Ron Neal.   

Ron says, òIõm sure Tim is with Christian out there on the course.ó 

 



When Wishes Can Happen was ap-

proached by Becky Clark of Newstalk 

1480 WHBC/Mix 94.1 with a wonder-

ful idea for a fundraiser ñwe could 

never have imagined the audience it 

would reach.  Gina Bannevich, Mar-

keting Director of News -Talk 1480 

WHBC/Mix 94.1, spear -headed this 

event at Westfield Belden Village.   

For three days, touching stories of 

local wish families were featured live 

on the radio.  Production Director 

John Knobloch pre -recorded each wish 

story with loving care ñright down to 

the background music.  

And also for three days, radio person-

alities including Rik Elliott, Kathy 

Vogel, Hunter Scott, Kayleigh Kriss 

and Ron Ponder pleaded with their 

listeners to call in donations.   

The Coca Cola Company supplied 

cases of Coke products in exchange for 

each donation.  We were amazed by 

the  generous outpouring of support ñ

over 800 donations were received in 

excess of $35,000. 

General Manager of Newstalk 1480 

WHBC/Mix 94.1, Larry Gawthrop, 

credits the success of this radiothon to 

the tireless efforts of so many at the 

radio station.  

Wishes Can Happen would like to 

extend their deepest gratitude to 

Newstalk 1480 WHBC/Mix 94.1,  

Marketing Director Aron Kitzmiller at 

Westfield Belden Village, Coca Cola ñ

and all the generous sponsors and 

volunteers who helped to make this 

three day event an absolute over-

whelming success.  

 

tiles for the childrenõs unit at 

Aultman Hospital, or rocking in 

chairs at the òRockathonó in front of 

Fisherõs Foods for donations. 

The following quote by Thomas Jeffer-

son appears on Hooverõs National 

Honor Society website, òI prefer to be 

remembered for what I have done for 

others, not for what others have done 

for me.ó   We couldnõt agree more! 

 

Kids helping kids ñthatõs what this 

yearõs Super Service Saturday was all 

about.  

While most students would prefer 

spending their weekend at home sim-

ply relaxing ñthe National Honor So-

ciety spent nearly 12 hours on a beau-

tiful Spring Saturday to benefit local 

causes.  At the end of the day, they 

donated $700 to Wishes Can Happen.   

Students worked hard all day ñ

whether painting pandas on ceiling  

Wall of Wishes at Westfield Belden Village  

Hoover High School Honor Society Super Service Saturday  

was overwhelmed when we told him 

Maria qualified for a wish.  

Sometimes it takes our kids a while to 

decide what their special wish will be.  

Not so with Maria.  She wanted to 

meet her very favorite band, Good 

Charlotte.  She was also treated to a 

special shopping spree at her favorite 

store, Hot Topics.  

Maria was so star struck when she sat 

down with 

lead singer, 

Benji Madden, 

that she im-

mediately got 

on her cell 

phone to all of 

her friends 

back in Can-

ton and said,  

The Wall of Wishes Event touched so 

many listeners.   Previous wish chil-

dren and their families came to the 

mall and talked live on air about what 

their wish meant to them.  

David came in to make a donation, 

because he said, òI know what it feels 

like . . . ò  He told us the story of his 

daughter, Maria, who has survived 

numerous surgeries on her heart.  He 

Maria is Star Struck by her Favorite Band  
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This family 

drove all the 

way from 

Waynesburg 

to donate ñ

because, in 

his own 

words . . . òI just like kids.ó 

 

òDo you know who Iõm 

sitting with right now?ó 


