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Samantha was born with a 

life threatening heart de-

fect that has caused her to 

endure multiple surgeries.  

When we asked her what 

she might wish for, the fol-

lowing are her own words 

plucked straight from an 

email:  

òIõve always had this fan-

tasy that I could meet 

Joshua Jackson while at 

the zoo.  Iõve wanted to 

meet him since I was 15, 

just prior to my fourth open 

heart surgery.  I was 

watching Dawsonõs Creek 

when I realized that I 

would have to have another 

surgery because of what 

one of the characters was 

going through.  Joshua 

Jackson played Pacey Wit-

ter.  All through the sum-

mer leading up to my sur-

gery, I would watch repeats 

of Dawsonõs Creek, and I 

would escape my reality for 

just a little while.  Even 

when I was in the hospital 

I watched it, and while the 

nurses were taking my vi-

tals, I would be watching 

Dawsonõs Creek!  It is truly 

what kept me sane that 

summer, and I am eter-

nally grateful.  I also went 

to the zoo a lot and gained 

peace by sitting in front of 

the giraffes, just watching 

them.  So I guess joining 

these two things would be 

really awesome.ó 

Wishes Can Happen joined 

these two things for a very 

happy Samantha in March!  

Grateful Wish Family òGives Backó to Wishes 

Rita James knew that she 

wanted to do something 

special for her sonõs birth-

day.  She planned the big-

gest remembrance party 

ever for Stefan, who was 

also known as King James. 

All in attendance felt cer-

tain that he was there in 

spirit.    

On what would have been 

his 18th birthday this year, 

family and friends gath-

ered for a special dinner in 

his memory.  The hall was 

decorated beautifully, com-

plete with multiple birth-

day cakes. Raffle tickets 

were sold to benefit Wishes 

Can Happen.  

Samantha Orders Up a VERY TALL Wish!  
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Inside this issue:  

Stefanõs wish had been for on 

overnight shopping spree. He 

was chauffeured around the 

town in a Hummer from  

Montrose Auto Group.  

Samantha at the San Diego Zoo  

Joshua 

Jackson, 

current 

star of TV 

drama, 

òFringeó 

spoke with 

Samantha 

at the zoo!  



hoping their loved ones will survive, a 

wish is the farthest thing from their 

mind.  Our families tell us that each 

day is a struggle to get through.  And 

when they are offered a wish by Wishes 

Can Happen, it simply overwhelms 

them.  A wish ñwith no strings at-

tachedñthey wonder, òCan this be for 

real?ó  At first, theyõre hesitantñóDo 

people really care this much about our 

family?ó  And then they simply cry at 

the kindness of complete strangers who 

would do something so wonderful for 

Amberõs Aunt Denise had just stopped 

into Westfield Belden Village to pick up 

something quick before heading up to 

University Hospital in Cleveland to see 

her niece.  She heard the 

Mix 94.1/WHBC Wall of 

Wishes event being 

broadcast live and told 

us of Amberõs struggle 

with a brain tumor.  

You see, when families 

are in the midst of just 

them at a time when they need it so 

much.  This is the power of a wish.  

Amber wished for a cruise with her 

family, which of course included her 

special Aunt Denise.  

Thanks to Mix94.1/WHBC for mak-

ing this wish happen for Amber!  

Jessy begins her òHappily Ever Afteró and òOnce Upon A Timeó 

Amberõs Wish Takes Her Straight to the Bahamas! 

At just five years old, Lydia was an 

accomplished ballerina and violinist.  

She had a smile for everyone, every 

place she was. 

 

Lydiaõs wish took her to Florida, 

where she enjoyed all the Disney 

parks, swimming, and manicures!  

 

Lydia was adopted from China.  Her 

story truly went around the world.  

Read the heartwarm-

ing stories of  Lydia 

and Michael on their  

websites: 

 
http://www.caringbridge.  

org/visit/michaelkress  

 

http://www.caringbridge.  

org/visit/lydialimeieiko  

miyashita  

 
 

Many of our wish families set up web-

sites to keep family and friends in-

formed of their childõs progress.  Two 

that are used frequently are Care-

pages and Caringbridge.   

Michael was featured on the front 

page of our Winter 2008 newsletter as 

the  ò2008 Miracle Child of the Year.ó  

Sadly, Michael passed away peace-

fully in his sleep this past January.  
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O nce upon a time, there was a teenage girl named Jessy.  In her 

senior year of high school, she was stricken by a very tough cancer.  But 

cancer didnõt know Jessy, and neither has it defined this determined 

young lady.  After losing over 50 pounds ñher request from Wishes Can 

Happen was simple ñóI donõt have anything to wear.ó  So, of course,  a 

shopping spree with her mom was in 

order at Easton Towne Center and Po-

laris in Columbus.  She has fought val-

iantly to not let this cancer overtake 

her.  Along this journey, she met her 

beloved, Aaron Heath.  In April 2008, 

Aaron proposed to Jessy with the bless-

ing of both parents.  

Websites Keep Family and Friends Informed During Illness  

Together they 

have faced many 

challenges in 

the i r  young 

lives, but they 

faced each one 

with amazing 

courage, always 

looking toward 

òApril 25, 2009ó 

- the date they 

would marry.  

Amber with 

her mother, 

Dawn on the 

cruise  
Aunt Denise  

The New Mr. and Mrs. . .  

Jessy & Aaron 


